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Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. Madahi Cabrera-Marquez is a 9th 
grader at Jefferson High School and received 
this award because her determination and 
hard work have allowed her to overcome ad-
versities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Madahi 
Cabrera-Marquez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Madahi Cabrera-Marquez for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all of her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 98th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide. This yearly commemoration 
is a testament to the lives and legacy of the 
1.5 million Armenians who lost their lives, and 
is emblematic of our commitment to keeping 
the Armenian nation and culture alive. 

Today, as we revisit this dark period in 
world history, we must be mindful of the les-
sons learned from this tragedy. We have wit-
nessed that blind hatred and senseless preju-
dice tear at the very fabric of our society, even 
today. The victims of the Armenian Genocide, 
the Holocaust, ethnic cleansings in Kosovo, 
Rwanda, and Sudan, and acts of vicious ter-
rorism remind us of the human cost of hate. 
We must do everything in our power to pre-
vent these kinds of senseless tragedies from 
happening again. 

We remember the past and pledge our sup-
port for ensuring a positive and secure future 
for the Armenian nation and its people. Arme-
nians now live all around the world, including 
many in my District and throughout the United 
States. As the Ranking Member of the House 
State and Foreign Operations Appropriations 
Subcommittee, I support our yearly package of 
assistance to Armenia, including funds avail-
able for activities that further a peaceful reso-
lution to the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh. I 
have also cosponsored legislation calling on 
the President to ensure that the foreign policy 
of the United States reflects appropriate un-
derstanding and sensitivity concerning issues 
related to human rights violations and the eth-
nic cleansing during the Armenian Genocide. 
Finally, as an active member of the Armenian 
Caucus, it is my pleasure to continue working 
on behalf of the U.S.-Armenia relationship in 
Congress. 

In honoring the memory of the victims of the 
Armenian Genocide, we must commit to build-
ing a strong, prosperous, and stable Armenia. 
I am proud to be a partner in this effort and 
thank my colleagues who have also pledged 
their support. 

DOMINICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIA-
TION SIXTEEN YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize the 16th anniversary of The Domini-
can Medical Association. An organization dedi-
cated to providing information on disease pre-
vention, education, and counseling to New 
York City Communities. 

The Dominican Medical Association or DMA 
was founded on April 26, 1997, by a group of 
physicians from the Dominican Republic. Their 
mission has been to educate communities on 
health issues and to assist newly arrived phy-
sicians from abroad in obtaining jobs in their 
respected fields, providing them with the tools 
needed to pass the medical boards, and inte-
grating them into the local medical community. 

Last year was one of multiple accomplish-
ments for the Dominican Medical Association. 
In line with its mission a total of 1119 people 
were served through health fairs, medical con-
ferences, forums, symposiums, and trainings. 
The vast majority served through the DMA are 
Hispanics living throughout all of New York’s 
Boroughs. 

Information and knowledge on health is 
vital. My beloved village of Harlem and many 
areas of my district are predominately inhab-
ited by minorities who have been affected by 
many health concerns that are the direct result 
of lack of knowledge on preventative care. 
Obesity is just an example of one of the dis-
eases that has plagued our communities but it 
is an epidemic that can be stopped and the 
DMA works tirelessly and has worked for quite 
some time to be a part of this movement to 
get our communities on a healthy track. The 
DMA’s outreach programs help to enlighten 
our communities, helping them to make better 
health conscious decisions about the way they 
live. 

As the representative to the largest Domini-
can population in the country it gives me great 
pride to see a thriving organization not only 
rooted in that heritage but one that works to 
provide information for a predominantly His-
panic demographic. The youths of my district 
and those all over New York have a brighter 
future because of organizations like the DMA 
and their mission to spread knowledge and 
awareness. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in honoring this remarkable organi-
zation and all of the good that they do. 
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LINH HOANG 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Linh Hoang 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Linh Hoang is 
a 12th grader at Arvada High School and re-

ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Linh Hoang 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Linh 
Hoang for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

NEOSHO HIGH SCHOOL WRES-
TLING—MISSOURI CLASS 3 
STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Neosho High School wrestling 
team for winning the Missouri Class 3 State 
Championship. 

Their win is the third state wrestling title in 
four years, which is a remarkable feat. They 
showed grit and determination throughout the 
season, and they came from behind to win the 
title once again. Members of the team include: 
Kyler Rea, John Williams, River Buttram, Da-
kota McGarrah, Nate Rodriguez, Jason Box, 
Kyle Hostetter, Sam Williams, Chance 
Branstetter, Jacob Brock, Ben Elledge, Chris-
tian Lopez, Aaron Clardy; and managers Emily 
Massey, Raegan Kibler, Madyson Reiboldt, 
and Macy Smith. 

I want to recognize Christian Lopez for win-
ning the individual title in his weight class. 
With the team championship on the line, it 
was his win that gave his team the points they 
needed for victory. It was a commanding per-
formance under pressure. 

I also want to congratulate senior Nate 
Rodriguez for winning the individual title in his 
weight class. The four-time Academic All-State 
student finished his high school career with 
three state championships and a final record 
of 210–13, which places Nate as Missouri’s 
all-time career record holder, which is an ex-
traordinary accomplishment. 

The coaching staff, which includes Head 
Coach Jeremy Phillips, Assistant Coaches 
Cody Crocker, Josh Sonis, Brett Watkins, and 
Tyler Gordon, Volunteer Assistant Brandon 
Russow, and Trainer James Bolin, has devel-
oped a powerhouse wrestling program, and 
they should be commended on an amazing 
accomplishment and a job well done. 

The team, with the help of its coaches and 
the support of their families and community, 
persevered through the turmoil of the season 
and the trials of the state championships. To-
gether, they grew as individuals and as a 
team, and their successes show what can be 
achieved through hard work, dedication, and 
belief. 
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HONORING JONATHAN P. 

WEMHOFF 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jonathan P. 
Wemhoff. Jonathan is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
180, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Jonathan has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Jonathan has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Jonathan has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jonathan P. Wemhoff for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

LABEAT ALIJA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Labeat Alija 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Labeat Alija is 
a 12th grader at Pomona High School and re-
ceived this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Labeat 
Alija is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Labeat Alija for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future 
accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING MIGUEL MARTINEZ 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the hard work and contributions of Miguel Mar-
tinez, a valued member of my staff. 

For the past four years, Miguel has served 
as my tax and benefits counsel; he is my key 
staff person for Ways and Means Committee 
tax, retirement, and pension policy. In addition 
to handling financial services and small busi-
ness issues, Miguel is a passionate advocate 
and advisor on LGBT issues and immigration 

reform. It is rare to find a person who not only 
understands these complicated issues, but 
can also simplify their importance for the aver-
age person. He is an intellectual with a soul. 

We were lucky to find Miguel, who treats 
every one of my constituents with dignity, re-
spect, and welcomes them with true southern 
hospitality. An Atlanta native with Caribbean 
roots in Puerto Rico, Miguel graduated from 
Emory University and American University’s 
Washington College of Law. Before joining my 
office, he practiced tax, employee benefit, and 
commercial transaction at Paley Rothman Law 
Firm. 

Together, we have worked on countless 
successes—like a tax relief bill for workers af-
fected by airline bankruptcies, improvements 
and extensions of the homebuyer tax credit, 
fighting for small businesses and low-income 
individuals in the tax code. Simply said, Mr. 
Speaker, Miguel is one of the best congres-
sional staffers with whom I have ever had the 
privilege and honor of working. 

Although Miguel is leaving my office to be-
come the Director of Government Relations 
and Tax Counsel for the Information Tech-
nology Industry Council (ITI), he will always 
remain a part of the John Lewis family. I wish 
him continued success and happiness in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HOSPITAL FOR SPE-
CIAL SURGERY 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize the 150th anniversary of Hospital for 
Special Surgery (HSS), which will be cele-
brated on May 1, 2013. The hospital, which is 
located in my district on the Upper East Side 
of Manhattan, was established in 1863 as a 
28-bed hospital for children with severe dis-
abilities and has grown to become an inter-
national leader in orthopedics and 
rheumatology for children and adults. It has 
been ranked #1 in the country for orthopedics 
for three consecutive years by U.S. News & 
World Report and has been among the top 
ranked hospitals in orthopedics and 
rheumatology for 22 consecutive years. 
Through its long and successful history, HSS 
has always maintained its specialized focus on 
improving patients’ quality of life and getting 
them back to work and leisure. Today, the 
skilled medical staff at HSS perform some 
27,000 surgeries each year, helping patients 
from across the United States and around the 
world maintain active lives. 

Demand for the hospital’s services has al-
most doubled in the past six years, and I am 
confident that this trend will accelerate as peo-
ple of all ages live more actively than ever be-
fore. People travel far and wide for the unsur-
passed level of care provided by the hos-
pital—in 2012, patients came from every state 
and 90 countries. HSS physicians are the offi-
cial team doctors for the New York Giants, 
New York Mets, New York Knicks, Brooklyn 
Nets, New York Liberty, and New York Red 
Bulls. Despite these high-profile relationships, 
everyday athletes and non-athletes are treated 
the same as elite athletes at the hospital. 

HSS nurses have been widely recognized 
for their excellence and caring. In 2012, Hos-
pital for Special Surgery became the first hos-
pital in New York State to earn Magnet Rec-
ognition by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center—the nation’s highest honor for nursing 
excellence for the third consecutive time. 

In addition to outstanding clinical care, HSS 
conducts research that directly improves the 
lives of people with arthritis, mobility disorders, 
severe injuries, and autoimmune diseases. For 
example, in the 1970s a team of HSS sur-
geons and engineers pioneered the first mod-
ern total knee implant, called the total condylar 
knee, which led the way for millions of people 
with advanced knee arthritis to live active lives 
with limited pain. More recently, the modular 
shoulder replacement and other significant 
HSS implant designs improved the lives of so 
many more. HSS scientists continue to make 
breakthrough discoveries about the causes of 
autoimmune diseases, providing exciting new 
opportunities for drug therapies. 

Building on a rich legacy of pioneering 
achievement in the fields of orthopedics and 
rheumatology, HSS will meet the future with 
the same unwavering commitment to fulfill its 
mission in patient care, research, and edu-
cation it has exhibited in the last 150 years. 
HSS is dedicated to finding new solutions to 
improve the lives of patients by striving for the 
highest levels of quality, making discoveries in 
the laboratory, pursuing innovative tech-
nologies, and training physicians who will influ-
ence and lead the fields of orthopedics and 
rheumatology around the world. 

Hospital for Special Surgery’s unique culture 
of excellence and dedication to patients con-
tinues to be its strength, and will ensure its 
success in the future. I congratulate the hos-
pital on this important anniversary and invite 
Members to join me in extending appreciation 
for its past, present, and future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

HONORING JOHN PATRICK RYAN 
DWIGGINS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize John Patrick Ryan 
Dwiggins. Jack is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 81, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Jack has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jack has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jack 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Jack created and in-
stalled glow-in-the-dark pull chains for the call 
lights at a local nursing home. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending John Patrick Ryan Dwiggins for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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